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ICROGR APHI hi 

of other Vegetables to do to their bulk. But of thefe poreS 1 have laid 

m °To proceed then, Cork feems to be by the traiilverfe conftitution of 
the pores, a kind of Fungus orMulhrome, for the pores lie like fo tnany 
Rays tending from the center, orpithof the tree, outwards; Jo that it 
you cutoff a piece from a board of Cork tranfverlly, to the flat of if; 
you will, as it were, fpl it the pores, and they will appear juft as they are 
express'd in the Figure B of the XI. Scheme. But if you (have oil a 
very thin piece from this board, parallel to the plain of it, you will cut 
all the pores tranfverily, and they will appear almolf as they are exprels d 
in the Figure A, lave onely the folid Interjlitia will not appear fo thick 
as they are there reprelcnted. 

So that Cork feems to fuck its nourilhment from the fubjacent bark of 
the Tree immediately, and to be a kind of excrefcence, or a fubfiance 
difrindi from the fubdances of the entire Tree, fomething analogus to 
the Mnlhrome, or Mofs on other Trees, or to the hairs on Animals. And 
having enquir’d into the Hiftory of Cork, I find it reckoned as an 
excrelcency of the bark of a certain T ree, which is diflinff from the two 
barks that lie within it, which are common a Ifo toother trees; That tis 
fome time before the Cork that covers the young and tender fprouts 
comes to be dilcernable; That it cracks, ha ws.and cleaves into many great 
chaps, the bark underneath remaining entire; That it may befeparated 
and removd from the Tree, and yet the two under-barks (Inch as arc 
alio common to that with other Trees) not at all injur’d, but rather 
helped and freed from an external injury. Thus JonJionus in Dendrologia , 
(peaking de Subere , lays, Arbor eji procera , Lignum ejl robujium , dempto 
cortice in aquis non fluitat , Cortice in orbem detract o juvatur , crafcefcens 
enimpr ajlri ngit & jirangulat , intra triennium iterumrepletur : Caudexubi 
adolefcit crajjiis , cortex fuperior denfus carnoJus,duos digitos crajjus,fcaber y 
rimofus , cf qtti nijt detrahatur dehifeit , alioque jubnafeente expellitnr , inte- 
r/or qni fubeji novellas ita rubet nt arbor minio pi'&a vidcatur. Which 
Hiftories,ifwell conlider’d, and the tree, fubfiance, and manner of grow- 
ing, if well examin’d, would, I am very apt to believe, much confirm this 
my conjecture about the origination of Cork. 

Nor is this kind of Texture peculiar to Cork onely; for upon exami- 
nation with my Microfcope, I have found that the pith of an Elder oral- 
mod any other Tree, the inner pulp or pith of the Cany hollow (talks of 
feveral other Vegetables: as of Fennel, Carrets, Daucus, Bur-docks, 
Tealels, Fcarn, fo me kinds of Reeds, &c. have much fuch a kind of 
Schematise, as I have lately lhewn that of Cork, fave onely that here 
ue pores are rang d the long-ways, or the fame ways with the length of 
theCane, whereas in Cork they are tranfverfe. g 

,1 T ^ C alfb that fiIJs that P art of the ftalk of a Feather that is above 
hd 3 k* n< ^of texture, fave onely that whidh^rayfon 
i" 1 le , f thls Jjgnt fubfrance, the pores feem'd to be cut tranfverflv • fo 

of wtt' fojSSSSW? t Feather > » «<* ofabul’nce 

long pores leparated with Diaphragms, as Cork does, but to be a kind 

R 2 of 


